
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR… 

Once seen as a necessity to simply promote the safety and 
the welfare of the common good, I find it interesting that 
face masks are now becoming, well, a thing. Clothing 
catalogs encourage you to make a fashion statement by 
finding just the right mask to fit your unique style.  Art 
lovers can find masks featuring Van Gogh’s Starry Night or 
Monet’s Water Lilies. With Halloween coming, you can bet 
this holiday will be filled with all sorts of creative, 
costume appropriate face coverings.  In addition, masks 
have become a way to show off wealth for some.  It is said 
that a business man from India has paid $4,000 for one 
made from gold.  For others, masks are a path for 
innovation and ingenuity. A tech start-up company in 
Japan is working on building a mask that can record its 
user’s voice and project it on to someone else’s smart 
phone, making it extremely beneficial for social distancing 
the company says.   
 
All of this tells me that we can collectively move from 
finding something annoyingly inconvenient to finding 
creative ways of just dealing with it.  Such adaptability is, 
in general,  the important work of life.  

Adaptability and flexibility have been the wonderful 
attributes I’ve seen in our congregation.  We are figuring 
out how to truly be the church right now, and I have the 
confidence we will continue to figure it out.  We have 
found innovation our friend, and I have the confidence we 
will continue to do so. I’ve always loved this not so Biblical 
saying:  Blessed are the flexible for they shall not get bent 
out of shape. 

Speaking of flexibility, we want to give a big thumbs-up to 
all who have ventured out to try our back parking lot 
outdoor Sunday morning services.  Our plan is to hold 
these on October 11 and 18 with the possibility of a 
small group return to the Sanctuary on October 25. As 
this plan gets developed, please be sure to read about it in 
our weekly church email. Our online service continues to 
be available. 

Thank you, church family, for all the adjusting and 
changing and innovating you have been so willing to be a 
part of during this unique season. Michael and I can’t 
thank you enough. 

Faithfully Yours, Barbara 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT 

It is with tremendous gratitude for her many years of 
faithful service to Wilson Memorial that I acknowledge 
our Pastor Barbara’s announced retirement. Her mark can 
be found on every facet of Wilson life and her influence 
will be felt for years to come. Who among us has not felt 
safe and secure in the fact that Barbara and her 
dependable leadership have been there to provide for our 
spiritual support and to oversee the myriad details 
involved in being the Pastor of our Church. We will miss 
her sorely. 

The Executive Board and I hope and pray that her 
retirement will be both relaxing and fulfilling and that this 
chapter of her life will be filled with joy. 

In the coming weeks, the Board and appropriate 
committees will be working hard planning for the future 
and we look forward to engaging the congregation in that 
planning. You will surely be hearing more about that. In 
the meantime, feel free to make your voice heard with 
your thoughts on the future. My contact info is below. The 
Board and I welcome your thoughts. 

With thanks, Angela Della Ventura 

angeladv@aol.com 
908 512-1000 call or text 

 

EXCITING NEWS! 
I know you have noticed the darkening plexiglass over 
our big lovely stained glass chapel window. This year I 
was hoping that we might find a way to replace that 
and reveal the beauty of that window once again. But 
after exploration, what was actually revealed was that 
the years have taken their toll, and the window itself is 
in perilous condition. Since restoration is costly, the 
outlook was bleak.  

However, I am excited to tell you that we have received 
an extraordinary gift from the Watrous family. Bob, 
Scott and Nina Watrous have pledged to cover the 
restoration of all the exterior stained glass windows as 
a gift to Wilson Memorial Church in memory of their 
parents Bill and Vera Watrous, with love from their 
children. 

What a thrilling and unexpected development!  Over 
the coming weeks you will see work beginning on the 
large window which we anticipate being completed by 
Christmas. 

I am secure in knowing that you join me and the 
Executive Board in expressing our gratitude to the 
Watrous family for their generosity in making this 
tremendous project possible. 

This is truly a blessing to count! 

In faith, Angela Della Ventura 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR… 

When I was a kid growing up in Missouri, the highways 
were filled with signs for Meramec Caverns. Meramec was 
a giant underground cave that was famous for its rock 
formations, underground streams, and, most famously, as 
being the hideout for the notorious Jesse James. You could 
even see what was called “loot rock” where he and the 
James Gang would count all of their ill-gotten gains. The 
signs were everywhere; on billboards, car bumpers, barns, 
and water towers. You couldn’t miss it. But, if you happen 
to race past the exit, there was even a sign letting you 
know that “you missed it!”. You then would have the 
opportunity to take the next exit and follow the next set of 
signs back to this unmissable wonder.  

I keep wondering what the signs, all along the highway of 
this season of our lives, are telling us. I know I’ve seen 
signs that remind me of God’s gentle care. I know we’ve 
seen signs that say “slow down and look at the blessing 
you have”. I have certainly seen signs that remind me to 
care for people in need, people in poverty, or people who 
experience violence because of who they were born. I’ve 
seen signs that have clearly said that it’s time to revisit 
who we are as the followers of Jesus.  

One of the signs I’ve seen so clearly has to do with how we 
form faith with our children. Faith doesn’t grow because 
the church is open or has great activities. Faith grows 
because families learn to practice faith as a family. The 
church lives as this big extended family where we all come 
together and grow together, but the real work happens at 
home.  

We’ve tried to build some tools into our faith formation 
work here at Wilson that reflect those “signs” on our 
highway. Instead of working on the next program that I’m 
trying to “sell” you here, we have been putting more tools 
in your toolbox. Here are a few of the tools you can grab 
just off our website: 

1) Growing Faith @Home is a weekly downloadable 
resource that gives you scripture readings, prayers, 
and activities that you can do as a family as you 
work on discovering your faith life.  

2) Sunday Club Online is a short weekly video where 
you get a weekly story and activity that is fun to 
watch and gives you some things to think about as a 
family. We have created a YouTube playlist of all of 
our Sunday Club videos so that you can watch as a 
family and even allow your child to watch episodes 
over and over!  

3) The Bible App is a resource where older children 
or young adults can join with others in the app, and 
on their time, explore scripture and learn from 
others. A new series will be coming soon!  

4) As always, our weekly newsletter is full of info for 
families and is intended to be fresh tools for that 
toolbox.  

 

 

 

Keep in communication with us as well. If there are things 
that would help you; like some faith formation guides for 
parents, we can totally help. We know that being a family 
is no small calling and we want to support you as much as 
we can.  

The last thing we want is to get to the end of this time and 
see a big sign that says “you missed it!”. I’m glad we are all 
on this journey together.  

Blessings, Michael 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Wilson Family, 

Words cannot express how deeply grateful Carolyn and 
I are for your thoughtful notes and videos and we are 
overwhelmed with the generosity of your gifts. Our 31 
years of serving Wilson through its music ministry 
have been a blessing to us and our family.  We will 
forever cherish all the friendships we have made and 
all the wonderful times we have had with everyone. 

Barbara, Michael, Roberta, and Ron have been an 
amazing source of support and encouragement 
throughout the years.  We have also been blessed by 
the support of the congregation. When I took the 
position as Music Director in 1989, Ron mentioned 
that, up to that point, he had often referred to the 
church musicians as the War Department.  I am happy 
to report, that title was never attributed to the 
musicians again. 

But the greatest support has always come from our 
incredible volunteer singers who have been stalwart in 
their musicianship and dedication.  Whatever the 
Wilson choir was able to achieve was because of them. 
I’m deeply grateful for all the Wilson choir members I 
have been blessed to work with over these many years. 

When Carolyn and I arrived in 1989, our boys were 
two years old.  Now they are both married, one in 
Texas and one in New Jersey and we have a beautiful 
granddaughter, Giuliana, who will become a big sister 
in February.  Time certainly does fly. 

To say that we have been blessed over these last thirty-
one years would be a gross understatement.  You have 
seen us through the most difficult time of my heart 
attack, and the happiest times of our sons’ marriages 
and the birth of our first grandchild.   

Wilson will always be our home, both spiritually and 
emotionally.  We are not saying goodbye.  You will 
continue to see us, although not quite as often.  God 
bless each of you and God bless Wilson Memorial.  

With sincere gratitude, 

Jim 



BOARD BRIEFS… Summer 2020 - September 2020 

The Wilson Memorial Executive Board has remained 
active during the summer and continued to meet via Zoom 
and one socially-distanced gathering. The major 
discussions focused on keeping us connected as a church 
family during these unprecedented times and evaluating 
options for safely enabling us to begin gathering in 
person. A brief summary of the outcomes of those 
meetings follows: 

Utilizing Technology to Help Keep Us Connected:  
Through the behind-the-scenes efforts a number of 
people, including a very helpful and enthusiastic tech 
assistant, Jake Feldman, we have been able to have 
online services.  We also held “Zoom” coffee hours, 
presented a modified version of VBS (thank you, Carol 
Droege), and offered spiritual guidance videos created 
by Barbara.  In addition, we held online committee 
meetings as required. 

Safely Enabling In-Person Gatherings: 
The first outdoor Communion Service occurred on June 
28 and was attended by about 20 people. It was an 
experiment that worked, with a couple of important 
takeaways. People really enjoyed seeing each other in 
person, even with face coverings. Also, being mindful of 
the timing of services to help with minimizing sun glare 
and heat will be important going forward. 

Michael completed his pergola with a large table to 
enable “Dinner at 6” – inviting members to dine with 
Carol and him during the fall. 

With lots of effort by many people, we were able to 
start holding “parking lot” worship services. 

Provisional plans are underway to hold the Enchanted 
Forest. Discussions were held to ensure it will be done 
in as safe a manner as possible. 

Committee Updates: 
Outreach Committee – Wilson Memorial continues to 
supply food and school supplies via The Blue Bin. 
Angela Della Ventura has been providing both delivery 
service and food shopping. With Starfish and their 
partner agencies closed, we have continued to support 
their efforts through the Plainfield Food Security 
Project for COVID-19 as well as supporting the 
Somerset County-North Plainfield Food Pantry at the 
Vermeule Mansion. Also, our annual budgeted 
Outreach Funds were distributed. 

Memorial Endowment Committee – The funding request 
for repairs to the steps up from Valley Road was 
approved by the committee. 

Facilities Committee – Our church facilities continue to 
need attention even during a pandemic. The control 
panel for the heating system needs to be replaced; 
spraying to eliminate wood boring insects above the 
chapel door entrance was completed; the Memorial 
Garden patio was pressure washed; storm damage to 
the manse was repaired; the exterior siding outside the 
choir room was replaced. 

Music Exploration Committee – The group analyzed the 
results of the congregational survey and worked on 
drafting a recommended job description. The group 
asked Roberta to choose music content for both the 
upcoming online and outdoor services. 

Personnel Committee – Barbara read her retirement 
announcement at the September Board meeting, which 
was discussed and accepted by a vote of the Board.  

 

FINANCIAL FACTS… 

We are 75% of the way through 2020 and only 67% of our 
budget spent.  

It's hard to believe what this year has brought to us. It's 
been a test of our resilience and ability to adjust to new 
ways of doing things, but one good thing has been the way 
our Wilson Church Community has come through, intact 
and thriving, if only virtually or outside! 

Our ministers and leaders have adapted on the fly to 
provide a continuum of support and message in many 
different ways. I, personally, have been gratified to 
contribute in whatever way I'm able.  

Despite everything we've been going through, our 
financial status is actually better than it was last year at 
this time, partially due to the income from the Coptic 
Church usage and our Mitchell Trust endowment. But, 
honestly, our Congregational giving is only slightly off of 
September 2019, which is something we should 
celebrate, when so many other churches are suffering. 
We still face a significant budget deficit, but I'm still 
holding out for our usual year-end boost to get us over the 
finish line! 

With gratitude, Pam 
 

SYMPATHY 
We extend our sincerest sympathy to the family of Joyce 
Possien, sister of Cota Possien-Kania.  Joyce Passed away 
on September 26th. 
 
PERSONAL ITEMS… 
We continue to pray for those suffering with health problems: 

Peggy Dutton, Rose Anne Barr, Kerry Herlich, Patti Lohr, 

Rev. Ron Miller, Diane Ray, Joan Baylis, Howard Beyer, 

Janet Meeks, Joy Jurgens, Eva Wehof and Alison Barr. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship at Wilson Memorial: 10 a.m. 
Check weekly email for status of in-person gatherings.  

Sunday Worship on YouTube: 10 a.m. 
www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/videos  

Weekly Email Updates are available on our 
website!  www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/emails 
 

www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/videos
www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/emails


THE FRIPPERY THRIFT SHOP 
The Frippery has actually been quite busy during this 
pandemic. We closed mid-March thru mid-April then 
started posting 50 items per week online (on Facebook 
Garage sale sites) and had porch pickup on Thursdays 
while Lisa was in the building .  

The beginning of June we started allowing 2 customers at 
a time to come shop on Thursdays by appointment ( we 
have an email list of 300 customers) We had incentives 
such as 1/2 price and FILL A BAG for clothing and 
household items just trying to keep one step ahead of the 
donations that were being brought in.  

3-4 volunteers would go on Tuesdays and work magic 
inside while no customers were there and Judy Wall, Lisa 
and Carol Penn went Thursdays for SELLING ITEMS. We 
CLOSED Aug 27th - Sept 17th (We usually closed by June 
10th) 

1) During this time we donated $1000 to The Somerset 

County Animal Shelter 

2) Donated ALL cotton material and sheets to the "MASK 

SQUAD" here in Watchung that was making masks in 

March/April  for public service employees and 

hospital workers  

3) Donated a PIZZA PARTY lunch to the Watchung Dept 

of Public works to thank them for their services and 

used a local pizzeria to also support them. 

4) Donated 28 individual bagged lunches (over 2 days, 

different shifts) to the Watchung Police Dept to thank 

them for their service and used a small local Watchung 

business to prepare the lunches supporting them. 

5) Donated $150 worth of diapers over the summer to 

The BLUE BIN at Wilson for families in need 

6) Donated $2000 to Star Fish in August to help restock 

shelves 

So as you can see, The Frippery volunteers found a way to 
help. Our building may have been closed for a bit but our 
hearts were not.  

We are looking forward to OUR 50TH YEAR (certainly 
different from the previous 49!) We will only be open 
Thursdays 9:30-12:30 until further notice. We are 
accepting small amounts of donations at this time. Thank 
YOU for your support over the years! Stay safe everyone.  

Questions? Please call/text Lisa Renaud 908-625-5042 

PLEASE SAVE any tissue paper if you happen to go to 
bridal/baby showers. We need this year round to pack 
breakable items for customers. Thank you 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENCHANTED FOREST 
Open to the Public 

October 25-31 

A SELF GUIDED TOUR THROUGH A FOREST  

FILLED WITH SCARECROWS FROM ALL YOUR 

FAVORITE SATURDAY MORNING CARTOONS. 

We have wracked our brains trying to come up with a 
responsible alternative to our annual trick-or-treat fest 
in the Enchanted Forest. Candy chutes and arrows on 
the forest floor were both considered! Then the CDC 
came out with their guidelines for Halloween 2020, 
and we felt the most responsible thing to do was pivot. 
We hope you'll join us in a wonderful opportunity for 
Fall fellowship and outreach. 

On Saturday, October 24, we will gather across the 
Forest and each take a spot to decorate with 
scarecrows dressed to our original theme; Saturday 
Morning Cartoons.  

On Sunday, October 25, we will invite our faith family 
to tour the Forest after our Sunday worship, and the 
community will be invited to self-tour during the week 
leading to All Saints Sunday (November 1).  

You will find more details and guidelines here. 

Our prayer is that you will join us in something special 
and memorable for our youngest disciples and the 
community beyond.  

Remembrance Wednesdays 

We are a nation in mourning The COVID virus has 
taken over 200,000 lives in our country alone. This 
number is far more than a horrible statistic.  It 
represents so many loved ones, mothers, fathers, sons 
daughters, and close relatives as well as friends, 
neighbors and coworkers.   

As a way to honor their memory, we are 
introducing Remembrance Wednesdays.   

At 12noon we will be ringing our church bell in 
recognition of the lives lost during the past week in 
New Jersey alone.  Either Michael or Barbara will invite 
prayer outside the front doors of our Sanctuary.  If you 
are available and in the area, we invite you to stop by 
and join us in prayer.  No matter where you are, please 
pause with us as we recognize the sacred memory of 
the many who are no longer with us..  

Light Up Our World! 
Christmas Trees will be lighting up our grounds again 
this year, in memory/honor of a loved one or  
to convey a personalized family greeting. 
This year we are including an opportunity to support 
the Plainfield Food Security Project for Covid-19. 

See enclosed order form. Orders due Nov. 8th. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html#halloween
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/f21bcc92-9661-4109-b977-84adc68fd9cc/Enchanted%20Forest%202020%20flyer.pdf


 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilson BLUE BIN Food Bank 
Donations can be dropped off in the Blue Bin outside the church sanctuary door. If donating perishable items, please 
contact Angela Della Ventura directly for timely pick-up. Call or text Angela: 908-512-1000. 
 

Items always appreciated:  

 Corn oil 

 Hearty soups 

 Canned meat or fish 

 Jelly 

 Hard-skinned fruits or vegetables 

Food donations are supplemented with fresh foods purchased with your generous cash donations. 

There is still an on-going food need. Please keep the Blue Bin in mind when making purchases. 

WAYS TO GIVE 
Give Online: 
www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/give 

Amazon Smile: 
www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/amazon-smile 

Mail to: Wilson Memorial Church 
7 Valley Rd., Watchung, NJ 07069 

Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 

URGENT NEED FOR BLOOD DONOR 

Please consider donating at one of these sites: 
Scotch Plains Donor Center 

New Brunswick Donor Center 
Paramus Donor Center 
Howell Donor Center 

To make an appointment: 
Text or call Amanda Chin at 908-389-9265 

Or email her: achin@nybc.org 

  Rice 

 Beans 

 Corn flour 

 Crackers 



www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/give
www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/amazon-smile


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Light Up Our World! 

Once again, Wilson Memorial Church will celebrate the Christmas season illuminating our grounds  

by erecting beautiful, fresh cut Christmas trees, decorated with white lights. 

The trees will remain lit each evening from 6:00 PM until midnight during the entire Christmas season. 

Trees may be lighted in honor of a loved one, a family or maybe a special hope for the coming year.  

The cost to memorialize one of these beautiful trees is $200. 

Trees will be identified with a plaque containing the name(s) or family to be memorialized. 

In addition, we would like to offer the opportunity to add an additional donation  

to support Plainfield Food Security Project for Covid-19.  
Registrations are due by Sunday, November 8th. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

Christmas Tree Registration Form  
One form per tree please 

 

 _______  In Memory of a Loved One 

 _______  In Honor of a Loved One 

 _______  Personalized Family Greeting 

Please have plaque read as follows: (please print) 
 

 
 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _______________________________________________________________________  

Phone:  _________________________________________________________________________  

Check enclosed for: 

____$200 for Christmas Tree dedication 

____ Additional Food Security donation.  Amount:____________ 

Total amount of check enclosed: ____________ 

Please mail to: Wilson Memorial Church, 7 Valley Rd, Watchung, NJ 07069  

Reservations are due by Sunday, November 8th. 

 

  

 _______________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________  

https://www.gscymca.org/locations/plainfield-ymca/plainfield-ymca/

